Joint NGO Statement: Saudi Arabia Must Halt All Executions and Uphold Commitments on Child
Defendants and Drug Offenders

11 November 2025

The undersigned organisations are deeply concerned by an alarming escalation in executions in Saudi
Arabia, in which authorities implemented in the past weeks the execution of Abdullah al-Derazi, who was
a child at the time of his alleged crimes, and two Egyptian nationals, Mohamed Saad and Omar Sherif,
who were sentenced to death for non-lethal drug offences. Abdullah al-Derazi’s execution on 20 October,
2025 marked the 300th execution carried out in Saudi Arabia this year. This ongoing execution spree puts
the Kingdom on track to surpass last year’s record of 345, which would make 2025 the deadliest year on
record for executions in the country.[i] The following morning, on 21 October 2025, Mohamed Saad and
Omar Sherif were executed in Tabouk.

The executions of Abdullah al-Derazi, Mohamed Saad, and Omar Sherif highlight the indiscriminate nature
of Saudi Arabia’s current wave of executions, which has targeted children accused of offences and
individuals convicted of non-lethal drug offences. None of the victims’ families were notified in advance
or given the chance to say goodbye, according to Reprieve, in contravention of Saudi Arabia’s obligations
under international law,[ii] and most learned of the executions through social media.

Abdullah al-Derazi was arrested at the age of 18 for allegedly attending protests when he was a child. He
was subjected to prolonged incommunicado detention, solitary confinement, and severe physical and
psychological torture that left him hospitalised and in a coma.[iii] He was forced to sign a false confession
and was ultimately sentenced to death following a grossly unfair trial. Abdullah was targeted for his
alleged participation in protests against the government’s treatment of the Shia minority which he
belonged to. For these reasons, the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention deemed his detention arbitrary
and in violation of international human rights law in Opinion No. 71/2024.[vi]

UN experts, including the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions (SUMEX),
have also repeatedly raised Abdullah’s case and those of other child defendants. In September 2025,
SUMEX and other UN experts issued a statement urging Saudi Arabia to halt such executions,[iv]
reiterating their 2024 Urgent Appeal that the killing of child defendants constitutes an arbitrary
deprivation of life.[v]

In 2020 Saudi authorities announced a Royal Decree which purported to abolish the death penalty for
children accused of offences.[vii] Mustafa al-Darwish was executed the following year, for offences he
was accused of committing at age 17[viii], but from July 2021 to July 2025, Saudi Arabia did not execute
anyone for crimes committed as children. Jalal al-Labbad’s execution in August 2025, for alleged crimes
including attending demonstrations at age 15, was a frightening escalation, showing that Saudi authorities
are again reneging on their claim to have stopped executing children accused of offences. Abdullah al-
Derazi’s execution confirms this.



In 2024, during its Universal Periodic review, Saudi Arabia supported only one recommendation on the
issue of the death penalty, namely to “abolish the death penalty or at the very least limit it to the most
serious crimes while applying a narrow definition of terrorism and abolishing it for all juvenile offenders”
(43.109).

The executions of Mohamed Saad and Omar Sherif, both Egyptian nationals, took place despite UN
experts having issued urgent appeals in December 2024(ix] and June 2025[x] calling for a moratorium on
the executions of drug-related defendants in Saudi Arabia, warning that such killings violate international
human rights law and do not reach the threshold of “most serious crimes” warranting capital punishment.
The men’s families were not notified in advance, and their bodies have not been returned, according to
Reprieve. These executions once again expose claims from the Crown Prince about limiting the use of
capital punishment to offences involving intentional killing [xi].

These executions also mark a complete reversal of the previously announced moratorium on capital
punishment for drug offences, which was in effect for 33 months between February 2020 and November
2022. This year, the majority of executions have been carried out for drug-related crimes,
disproportionately affecting foreign nationals from countries such as Somalia, Ethiopia, Pakistan, and

Egypt.

The undersigned organisations are gravely concerned for others at imminent risk of execution including
Youssef al-Manasif, who was a child at the time of his alleged crimes, and Egyptian national Issam al-
Shazly, who remains on death row for non-lethal drug offences, along with many others.

We urge the Government of Saudi Arabia to:

e |Immediately halt all executions and impose a moratorium on the death penalty, with a view of
abolishing the death penalty for all crimes.

e Deliver on its commitments to end the use of the death penalty for child defendants and those
convicted of non-lethal offences, pending full abolition of the death penalty.

e Return the bodies of those executed to their families and ensure full transparency in the
publication of execution data and allow independent monitoring of death row conditions.

We call on all abolitionist governments to:

® Publicly condemn these executions and urge Saudi Arabia to halt further killings.
Press Saudi authorities to uphold their stated commitments on child and drug-related cases
pending full abolition.

® Review any justice cooperation or assistance that risks enabling executions.
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